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Allen L. Wold
Guest Emeritus

In 2021, Allen officially retired from the convention game. We, 
at ConGregate, would not let that slide without honoring him in 
some way... so, he’s now our Guest Emeritus. To that end, Allen 
may, or may not, appear at the con; may, or may not, sit in on 
panels; and may, or may not, say hello to you in hall. Okay, who 
are we kidding, that last part it is probably a “will say hello.” 
Anyway... thanks for many great years, Allen! We look forward 
to you seeing you whenever possible.

Allen L. Wold was born a long time ago in south-western 
Michigan, where he began writing when he was about eight 
years old. He still has some of those early “stories” somewhere.

He finished high school in Tucson, Arizona, and graduated from 
Pomona College, in Claremont, California, where he later met his 
wife, Diane. They married in 1972, and moved to North Carolina, 
where he began his career as a full time writer. In 1986, he 
became a full time father, and gave up writing for about three 
years, then continued as a part time writer until 2003 when 
Darcy went off to college, also at Pomona.

Of his previously published novels, six of have been re-issued by 
ReAnimus Press. He wrote five non-fiction books on computers, 
and a number of articles, columns, and reviews about using 
computers. He also wrote stories for the Blood of Ten Chiefs 
anthologies.

Under his own imprint, Ogden House, he has published Cat 
Tales, Reminiscences, a series of essays; A Closet for a Dragon 
and Other Early Tales, the earliest of which was written in 1961; 
Stroad’s Cross, about an abandoned village which shouldn’t have 
been found; Dead Hand, about a neighborhood haunted by the 
consequences of an old man’s death; Freefoot, his collected 
stories for Blood of Ten Chiefs; Sturgis, a mystery concerning 
a supernatural serial killer; Slaves of War, a space-opera in six 
parts; and A Thing Forgotten, a pseudo-neo-steampunk faerie 
story.

Currently, Allen is working on The Empty House, a fusion of 
Lovecraftian cosmic horror and Shirley Jackson’s understated 
storytelling; Star Kings, a cycle of twelve stories set in a far future 
beyond George Lucas’s imagination; and Soul Stone (working 
title), a man’s quest through entangled worlds to free his father’s 
stolen soul. The six volumes of his epic-heroic fantasy, The Black 
Ring, have been published by Double Dragon Press.

Allen has been running his version of a writers’ workshop at 
various conventions for more than thirty years, and has had 
some success, since several people have not only finished their 
stories, and sold them, but a couple of those stories have won 
awards. He also runs a plotting workshop, which is an interactive 
lecture, and is a lot of fun, and which people have found helpful.

Allen is a member of SFWA.

Guests of the Convention

Payload Operations and Integration Center as a flight controller 
and technical subject matter expert. Outside of work, she writes 
urban and epic fantasy, hangs with her family, and watches her 
dog chase squirrels in the backyard. 

Avery Wild
Avery Wild is the Convention Chair and original founder of Ret-
Con, a convention for all things a little bit strange in fandom 
and fiction. Before Ret-Con he was the dealer’s room head for 
Illogicon in Cary, North Carolina, where he developed a strong 
love for supporting independent and local creatives. Avery has 
a bachelor’s degree in English, answering the age old question 
“what do you do with a BA in English?” Well, you run literary 
conventions of course. Outside of convention running, Avery is 
an avid enjoyer of fandom. Some of his earliest memories involve 
watching Star Trek: The Next Generation and The Outer Limits 
with his father. These are fandoms he has carried with him into 
adulthood. He also has enjoyed Hannibal, Our Flag Means Death, 
Fringe, The X-files, Star Trek: Voyager, and yes even Star Wars. 
At home Avery lives with his husband and two cats, Chekov and 
Dr. Beverly Crusher. Like any proud cat dad, yes, he does have 
pictures of his cats and yes you can absolutely see them. 	

Michael G. Williams
Michael G. Williams writes queer-themed science fiction, 
urban fantasy, and horror celebrating monsters, macabre 
humor, and subverted expectations. He’s the author of three 
series for Falstaff Books: the award-winning vampire series The 
Withrow Chronicles; the thrilling urban fantasy series SERVANT/
SOVEREIGN featuring real estate, time travel, modern-day 
witches, and San Francisco’s greatest historical figures; the 
science fiction private-eye noir A Fall in Autumn, winner of the 
2020 Manly Wade Wellman Award; and a bunch of short stories. 
He strives to present the humor and humanity at the heart of 
horror and mystery with stories of outcasts and loners finding 
their people. Michael co-hosts Arcane Carolinas, Data@Rest, 
and Social Distancing Radio, studied Performance Studies at 
UNC Chapel Hill and Appalachian Studies at Appalachian State 
University, and is a brother in St. Anthony Hall and Mu Beta 
Psi. He lives in Durham, NC, with his husband and a variety of 
animals. 

Leona R. Wisoker
Leona R. Wisoker writes a variety of speculative fiction, from 
experimental to horror, from fantasy to science fiction. She also 
loves to teach, edit (her own and other people’s work), read, 
and drink coffee. In her less-than abundant spare time, she is 
a wild garden warrior, an adventurous cook, and a champion 
catnapper, especially if sunbeams are available. 



The Manly Wade Wellman Award was founded in 2013 to recognize outstanding achievement in science fiction 
and fantasy novels written by North Carolina authors. The award is named for long-time North Carolina author 
Manly Wade Wellman with the permission of his estate. For more information please visit ncsff.org.

The first 10 winners of the Manly Wade Wellman Award for 
North Carolina Science Fiction and Fantasy will be joined by 
an 11th at opening cermonies, chosen among these finalists:
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Dealers & Exhibitors

Dealer Room 
(Hearn B/C/D - Marriott)

•	 Sherrilyn Kenyon (GOH)
•	 Constellation Creatures
•	 Crossroad Designs
•	 E3d Printing
•	 Elemental Choice
•	 Fabled Embers
•	 Frank’s Cool Stuff
•	 Karou’s Kreations
•	 Little Shop of Horror
•	 Moments in Tea
•	 NRW Artz
•	 Orielis’ Books
•	 Pair-a-Dice Games
•	 Ribbons and Rivets
•	 Spit Happens Crochet
•	 The Rooted Dandelion
•	 The Scribbling Lion
•	 Walt’s Cards

Marriott Hallway Tables
(Hearn Foyer - Marriott)

•	 Valentine Wolfe (GOH)
•	 Colonial Ministry of Defense 
•	 ConCarolinas
•	 CrashCityCon
•	 Ebon Legion
•	 FilkFerret Productions
•	 Homebrewed Comics
•	 Marshall Lakes
•	 Mandalorian Mercs (Talon Clan)
•	 Old Dominion Daleks
•	 RavenCon
•	 Ret-Con
•	 The Mercenary Guild

Author Tables
(Garden Terrace - Embassy Suites)

•	 Kevin A. Davis
•	 Nancy E. Dunne
•	 Falstaff Books
•	 Alexander G. R. Gideon
•	 Jason Gilbert
•	 Gold Dust Publishing
•	 Chris A. Jackson
•	 Stuart Jaffe
•	 Darin Kennedy
•	 Gail Z. Martin
•	 Larry N. Martin
•	 Mocha Memoirs Press
•	 Dennis Myers
•	 Prospective Press
•	 J. Matthew Saunders
•	 Sarah J. Sover
•	 Space Wizard Science Fantasy

Photography
(Garden Terrace - Embassy Suites)

•	 Sail Off Photography
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